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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 December 2004 . 
2a)l3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1-18 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) Q Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 200501 16 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant amendment of 12-29-04 amended claims 1,10 and 13 - 16 as well as 
traversed rejections of Claims 1-18 

Currently, claims 1- 18 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 



Chen (US 6,549,912 B1). 



Regarding claim 1; Chen 



merchant ian 
£lectrbffi^ 



least Abstract iand Col ^; ; Lines 29 



pr^entirig the ;eu^ 
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46); electron 

device to the mefchaht in cdhjun^ (sea at least Col 5, lines 40 - 



46 and Col 6, lines 59 ^ 60); : and; electronically storing a re^ of the; transaction on 



the custorner data storage;;dev^ 



Regarding 



purchase ;df a pro 
data regarding; the; tra 



Riegardlhg Clai 



reg^ding the trans^ 



communicating customer and produ 



4;-27): 



Regarding claim 4; G 



toiriprises a car^ 



storing; to thecustomer data 



rtBgnetlc stdfage 



Regarding claim 5, ;G 



apbrteb^ 
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e l^btroni jdaj i y ! stbri ng; ;tc> the customer data storageidevjee comprises : writingidigital data 
to the Itiemory via a communication link (see at least Col 8, linel ) 



Regarding claim 6, Chen teaches a method, wherein electronically storing a customer 
prbfile further comprises storing at least one of a grouping Consisting of a name, a 
residential address. and an identification; number;(Co| 5, line^ 1 -3), 



Regarding clairh :7, Chen teaches a method, further comprising: reading the transaction 
record ! :il>n: Ki^e I "<^^%o^m>^i^ Icllsitaj MstoiHafgfei I '^<^<^Gl&i: lairiilii: ! ite!|3oriCiti : s ! -tt¥e! iti^inis^cslijQnl : rieMsoinci ! iCOoi : 
lines ; 4-24). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen 
(US 6,549,912 B1) in view of Burge (US 6,014,638). 



Chen substantially discloses and teaches the applicant's invention, 

While iChen does disclose wherein the customer storage device includes a plurality of 
transaction records as well as; preferences of the customer, Chen does not specifically 
disclose arid teach :analyzirtg!th^ pattern of 

customer preferences; and recommending a futureltransaction based on the pattern of 
cMomer ipr£fereh6e$l 
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On the other hand and regarding claim 8, Burge teaches a method further comprising: 
analyzing the plurality of transaction records for a pattern of customer preferences; and 
recommending a future transaction based on the pattern of customer preferences (see 
at least Abstract and Col 7, lines 5 — 1 1). 



It vwuld ha 

method of Chen with the method of Burge to have enabled a method for further 
cbmprisihg^ahalyzihg 

preferences; ;and; recommending a- M pattern of customer 

preferences - in order to have recommend potentially useful selection. Chen discloses 
wherein the custom^^ 
(Abstract); Burg^ 
transaction records; for a p 
transaction based on thie i^ 

- 37). In that regard, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to extend 
theimethodlofCheh 

transaction records for a patte future 
transaction based on the pattern of customer preferences; Thereby, the customer; is 
provided with useful recbmm^ 
will recommend the method for others. 
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Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Chen 
(US 6,549,912 B1) in view of Kolls (US 6,609,103 B1). 

Chen discloses and teaches substantially the applicant's invention. 



However; the Ghen does 
subsequent commuhicatidhs. 



On the; other hand; and reprding^ 

comprising: remotely maintaining at least a portion of the customer profile arid 
database of transaction records associated with the customer profile on the customer 
data storage device; and synch^ the 
customer data storage response to subsequent availability 

communication^ 

transaction wherein a transaction record was stored on only one of the database and 
the Storage; device (see at least Col 3, lines 57— 60). 



it; would h^ 

methodiChen with the; method; o 

databases with subsequent communications - in order to ensure the databases have 
the s^hrie data. Gh divide includes 

aplurali^ 
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synGhrcjnizing of data 

Therefore, one of d to extend the 

method of Gheh 

eiDmmunicatiphs: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10 - 12 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Armetta (US 5,864,830) in view of an Obvious variation. 

Regardingic^ 

subordi nate; person with^ 

providing; the subo 

device !(s^ 

ptofilei^ 

15-1:8)^ 

at least iCoh 5; (in 

froiiit^ 
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th£ puretia^ 

2, lines 50 - 53; GOl! 3, lines 36 - 39; arid Col 4, lines 6 - 9). 



However; iArmettad 
Onithe other han^ 

controlling subordinate persons transaction I i mi ts. In that regard, it would have been 
obvioii^ 

device such as a smart ^ 
known at the time 
wduld haye^ 

as a smart-card and thereby increasing customers choices as well as conveyance, 
^hereby,; It iNA/ould ha 

invention to have provided the method of ^ 
Armetta ;disclb 

with a customer data storage; d 
Subordinate; 
electronically trahsmit^^^^ 
transaction! (Abstra 
provide; the^ 
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art would have: been motivated to extend the method of Armetta with a device isuch as 
smart card . 

Regarding claim 1 T.iArmetta: teaches a method, furthericomprising: storing a 
transactipri limitation;in the cbntrolled custpmer profile! (Cp|:;5, !irib!26). 



Regarding claim 12, Armettai: teaches a method, wherein electronically cprnmunicating 
the transaction 

response to presenting the financial credit identifier fcr a purchase transaction (Col C 
Iine19). 

Regarding claim i7rArmetta locking the 

contrdlledrbustomer profile oh the custoirieristorage device; unlocking the controlled 
cu^bmer profile ^ Ibf an access ci\ienoh\3jS&m66\fyit\Q the 

tran sacti on I i hii tati on sifter u nl obki h g tH e> cu stbmer profil e (see 3t least Col 5, lihes j 38; - 
50). 

Claims 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Armetta as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Solokl (US 
6,173,269 B1). 



Armetta substantially disclose and teach the applicant's invention. 
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However, the Armetta does not specifically disclose and teach a method wherein; 

^oringiithe transactipn 

thaitisihot author 

limitation^ 

purchase transaction 

specifying atiiiexbl uded product that is rid^3uthdrized for purchase transactions; 

wherein storing the traris^ 

product that is authorized for purchase tra 



On the other hand and regarding claim ill 13! : iirri dE ; ^ jiitf ejd: i ^3inri i :H! S=h Sibil ib|k j : jfe^cli je[s ; a 
method, wherein the ^ 
nlerchaht that isin 
67). 



Regarding claim 
transaction limitation 
transaction^^ 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided the method of Armetta with the method of Solokl to have enabled a 
method wherein^ 
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exicluded merchant 

stdri n gj ! the trari sacti 6 n limitation further cbmprises specifying aninduded 

merchant/prbdu^ 

vvhieh;si^ 

transaction^ 

comprising; ; provide 

data storage device;is^^ 

device; las^bciatihg^a 

electronical 

deVicStO t^ 

based bni the tra^ 

transaetioni limitation further comprises specifying an excluded merchant 
hot; authorized ifbrip 
further comprise 

purchase transactions (Abstra^^ 56 - 67). Therefore; onie of ordinary 

skj|l in the art 
storing :th^:transactio^ 

merchaht/prodijct that is not authorized for purchase transactions; wherein storing the 

trahsaGtioh Mm 

authorized for purc^ 

that their thil^ 

williincreasecus^^ 
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where the spe^ 
purchased 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Armetta as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Chen (US 6,549,912 
B1). 

Armetta teaches and discloses substantially the applicant's invention. 



Hbwever;;^ 
access criterion 
comprises; enc^ 



Oh theotherhah^ 
enctyptititite^ 
controlled custom^ 



It would have bepi 
methodlof Armetta 
access cnteri^ 
donifirisesenc^ 
discloses ameth^ 
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associating 

as; Wei I M pre ve^ transaction;;; Cfi^ri fdjScldses a 

method; w^ 

Customer profile comprises ien 
encryption; te^ 
beehimotiyat^ 

criterion isi an encryption key and locking; the controlled customer profile comprises 

encrypting th^ 

the;custornier 

thertlethdd; 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 



Application/Control Number: 09/871,716 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3625 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8230. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (703) 308-1344. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 
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(703) 746-7418 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, 7 th floor receptionist. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



RER 




• Smith 
xaminer 



